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to lend a helping hand to the French claimant. The Papal
excommunication of Peter of Aragon1 was renewed in language
more vigorous and more precise than before. The king was
formally deposed. Every one who obeyed him was ipso facto
excommunicated. His subjects in Spain and Sicily were alike
released from their allegiance, and all Christian princes were
urged to dispossess him of his kingdoms, in the name of Csesar
at Rome.

But the Papal thunders were little heeded by the sturdy
and independent Aragonese, and least of all by Roger de
Lauria, who then commanded the king's fleet in the Sicilian
waters. This gallant admiral,, so justly celebrated in the naval
annals of Aragon and of the western Mediterranean, was born
at Scala, in Calabria, about the year 1250. His father had
fallen by the side of Manfred, King of Sicily, at the battle of
Benevento. Adopted and brought to Spain by Queen Con-
stance, the youth gave early proofs of his aptitude for naval
warfare, and after many feats of valour in the Sicilian campaign,
he was appointed admiral of Aragon in 1283. In June of that
year he possessed himself of the island of Malta, after a battle
celebrated in the history of the two Sicilies, when he destroyed
the Papal fleet, and cut down Guillaume Cornut, the Angevin
commander, with his own hand. Another fleet, fitted out with
much pains and many Papal blessings and cursings, was totally
destroyed the next year, in the Bay of Naples (1284), by the
same gallant sailor; and Prince Charles, the eldest son of the
usurper of Sicily, was taken prisoner and brought to Messina.
The Sicilians would have slain the young prince in return for
the murder of Conradin by his father; but Queen Constance,
at the risk of her personal popularity, saved her hereditary
enemy from the fury of her subjects.

Meanwhile, Pope Martin, finding that his spiritual thunder
had been attended with such very poor results, took upon
himself to make a definite donation of Aragon, Catalonia and
Valencia to Charles of Valois, younger son of Philip the Bold
of France, and to proclaim a crusade against the Aragonese,
with plenary indulgence to every one who should assist in any
way in the Holy War, together with all the spiritual privileges

1The Bull of 2ist March, 1283, launched against Peter of Aragon, was
followed by a much more tremendous denunciation and dispossession on the 5th of
May, 1284. It was exactly one month after this last spiritual demonstration that
Roger de Lauria, boldly sailing northwards from Messina, entirely destroyed the
Papal and Angevin fleet in the Bay of Naples,